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| ACTS xx. 35. * 
Remember the Words of the Lord 
" Feſus, how he ſaid, It is more 

bleſſed to give, than to receive. 


CNOLICITOUS Enquiries into hidden 
8 Things, deſignedly ſecreted from us in 
the Word of God, are as well unbe- 
coming, as vain and unprofitable, When, 
where, and upon what Occaſion the Words in 
my Text were delivered by ourdear Redeemer, 
the Scriptures record not; nor ſhall I, to gratify 
either yours or my own Curioſity, miſpend a 
Moment in ſuch unneceſſary Diſquiſition, or 
examine the Method of Communication to 
the Apoſtle by whom they are related. It is 
ſufficient, the infallible Spirit of God aſſures 
us they are the Words of our Lord; me- 
morable Words that dropt from his gracious 
Lips, Words of Divine Original, and excellent 
Uſe, carefully to be treaſured up in our 
Hearts; and remembered by us in the Courſe 
of our Lives upon every emergent Occaſion. 
Ifhall lay them down without Alteration 
 -as a compleat Directory, or Ground of Di,. 
courſe, of themſelves a perfect Doctrine. # 
1s: more” bleſied tò give, than ta receive _ 
gz: "> B | that 


2 The Bleſſeiineſs of Giving. 

that I may not be too comprehenſive and co- 
pious, or tempted in fo ample a Field of Mat- 
ter to expatiate beyond preſcribed Limits, I 
ſhall bridle my Thoughts, and center them in 
a ſingle Point, tbe Bleſſedneſs of Giving. Bene- 
factions ate bleſſed Things, tis bleſſed to.thoſe 
ho need to receive them; tis bleſſed to thoſe 


who give to beſtow them; but it is vaſtly 


more bleſſed to be the efficient or bountiful 
Author, than to be the recipient or neceſſitous 
Object of them. Now the ſuperior 1 
neſs of giving above that of receiving, i 

dent * a threefold Conſideration: 1 is, 
1. mote acceptable; 2. more comfortable ; 
3. more conformable; therefore every Wd 
- ore bleſſed. ro give. 


1. is more 12 to give, than to nes, | 


- becauſe more acceptable. Acts of Benefi- 
. eence, eſpecially charitable Donations to the 
. needy Poor, are exceeding grateful to God 


pflauded with greater and more glorious Eulo- 
gies in the — Nations of the Heathen, 
Jewiſh; and Chriſtian World. It may be 
truly applied in this Caſe, Rom. xiv. 18. he 

nat in 3 thrugs by Chrif, 4s accepted of 
God, and ved f man. A charitable 
| Perſon is God's s Delight, and the Admiration 
of Men. Charity is the darling Virtue of 


- Heaven and Earth. ene n 
Sed: 2. To Man. | 
_ 0 becnabb it is ac- 

ceptable 


and Man. No one Virtue has been eyer ap- 


18 


—— 


99 tures, which I ſhall- demonſtrate from three 


bring the Almighty into your Debt, hy your 


| — and his 


— of Giving: "2 3 


ceptable to God. Of all the Duties com- 


manded in the ſecond Table of the Law, 1 


none whatſoever is more approved and ap- 
plauded of God throughout the Holy Scrip- 


Particulars. 1. The Pleaſure God expreſſes 
—.— 2. The Precepts whereby he enjoins 
3. Promiſes wherewith he cncouraget 
and. engages himſelf to reward it. 
1. The Pleaſure which God — ins 
com paſſionate Spirit, or giving to the Poor, 
. it to / be a Duty exceedingly accep- 
table to God; a few Hints ſhall ſuſſige, for to 
enlarge, muſt be leſt to your own Meditations. 


God, who himſelf is Mercy, delights in his 


own Reſemblance, and therefore in the Mercy 


excrciſed by his Creatures. Doing Good, and 


Communicating; are Sacriſices in which God 


is ſaid to be well- pleaſed. Charitable: Dona- 
tions are an Odour of ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice 
lb acceptable, well-pleaſing to God. God is ſo 


nearly concerned in Chatity, and ſo infinitely 
delighted with it, that he declares to us, Ae 
that gives to the poor, lends to. che Lord. You, 
as it were, lay him under Obligation, and 


Benefactions to the Poor. God is equally 


affected, as if himſelf received the Charity 
glorified Redeemer in 


at your Hands. Our 
poor Members on Earth, 


together in ſo cloſe, intimate 


are join d 


* 


done 


_ indiflolvable Ny that — 2 b 
* 


* 


| 
li 
| 


& The"Blſedugf Giving. 
done to his Poo, is actually and truly done 
to him, and as ſuch be makes his Eſtimation 
2 it. Tu bude fed me, you have cloathed 
babe wifited me; inaſmuch as you. 
— — it to the leaſt of theſe my little ones, 
you" have done it to me; come ye Bleed. The. 
Bleſſings, pronounced on a charitable Man, 
ne how-acceptable the Service is to. God. 
Bleſſed is he "that Confiders tbe poor; it is 
bleed to” give; bleſſed are the merciful; yea, 
God is fo 400 ighted with merciful Acts, and 
puts ſuch an Honour on Charity, as ſeemingly 
to aſeribe. the Purification of Sin thereto. -'By 
mercy and truth iniquity is purged, Prov.xvi.6; 
Break off thy fins 55 ri bee furſe, and thine 
iniquities oy ſhewing' mercy to tbe poor, if it 
may be a" lengthening of / thy tranquility: 
Theſe, and ſuch like innumerable . Declara- 
tions of his Mind, are inconteſtable Evidences 
that God is greatly 1 in — * _ 
rit ty 
44g That Giving. is Win ein v0 God, 
ars from the Precept whereby he enjoins 
it. As God expreſſes a greater Pleaſure in 
no one ſocial Duty preſeribed in the Law, fo 
there is none more Wn dh and "forcibly 
: urged upon us. „ t Mc eee 
1. The Frequency of — corridhs - 
confiderabls Weight in the Argument. Every 
where throughout the Bible God is calling 
* us 10 caſt our bread upon the waters, 
f do good and N 1 * 
r a 


f 


\ 


The Bleſſdneſs of Giving” & 
bread to the' hungry,' not to hide 'our fure 
from cur own fleſh, nor flop our- ears from 
bearing the cries' of the poor. He will baue 
mercy 'before "ſacrifice. We are charged to 
be rich in good' works, ready to diftribute/ 
and willing to communicate. ©\ Numberleſs 

are the Scriptures in which Charity is com- 
6 — commanded. Whence we kafily 
gather, the Heart of God is much ſet upon 
it, highly delighted in it, and greatly con- 
cerned about it, as a Matter of vaſt Impor- 
tance, wherein his on Glory and the In- 
tereſts of nenen are W and —_ 


As 


2. The Fee Ind fortible: — in 
which the Precept is deliver'd and urg d, 
diſcovers how acceptable this Duty is to God. 
What a Variety of cogent Motives and Argu- 
ments does a merciful God make uſe of to 

eſs and perſuade us to Mercy. His terri- 

Threats demonſtrate with what high Dif 
pleaſure and angry Reſentments he regards 
the ſordid Miſer a and ungiving Churl. He 
— bis eyes, ſhall have many 4 cure; 
he ſhall have judgnient | — mercy, who 
has ſhewn 10 0 ow Mose 2 cars 
at the poor, bimelf, but 
ſhall — be - beard. fol on Gun 
brought by our Lord againſt Fe Herd of un- 
godly Men, is Deficiency i in this great Duty. 
You fed me not; you did not cloath me; 
$0 as miniſter to me; you did — 
or 


6 The. sass of Givin ug. 
for me in my poor Members; Go ye. curſed. 
As Righteouſneſs, joining Hands with Grace, 
entets and adorns the Evangelical Character 
| of the bleſſed God, ſo has he knit them toge- 
ther in the moſt lovely \Repreſenta tion of his 
rational: Creatures. Mey is made an inſe- 


pr Oonſequent or. Companion of Truth 
Righteouſne. | By mercy and truth 


2559 is purged. Let not Mercy and Truth 
forfake'thee> He is nota righteous Man, who 
is not beneficent. He is gracious and full of 
Compaſſion; and righteous ; the Righteous 
eonfiders the Cauſe of the Poor. Benevo- 
lence is the Fruit of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
f practical Religion, Charity is the princi- 
pal Fart. Pure religion, and wundefiled before 
God and the Father, is to viſit the fatherleſs 
and widows in their affliction, Jam. i. 27. Of 
che three Things God requires of Man, 70 love 
| is one; all Religion is vain without it. 
Mboſa bath this world's gools, and ſceth bis bro- 
ther have need, end: flats bis bowels of com- 
rum him, bow dwells" the love of: God 
in bim 1 Joh: ii. 17. Fam man ſay, I love 
Gau, and loves not bis brother, be is a lyar, chap. 
. 20. Compaſſion. Love fulfils the Law. 
3. The Promiſes made to the bountiful 
Hand diſplay the Acceptableneſs of it to 
God. By Promiſe he encourages Charity, 
and binds himſelf to reward it. The Promiſes 
of Bleſſings to a co 
Le be numbered: They are general and ſpecial. 


" Gene- 


nate Man are not 


6 


r and 


1. General . that's 
3 up all deſirable e e. 
the merciful, for t 


11 rs be that e 


Hoa to — — your work and ul of 


love, in that you baus miniſtred to his. 
Nur liberality ta the poor all be recumpenced 
ſeven-fold into your w_ God wo1ll pay you 
again whatever 'you have given. If. 
your bread upon the waters, yo 
again; great ſhall be your reward in Ye 
kingdom of heaven. Charity, influenc'd by 
_ Goſpel-Principles, Ends and Motives, is a 
Part. of Godlineſs that has the promiſe of the 
hfe that now is, and that which'ts to come. 
2. Special. This great and grateful Duty 
bas many Promiſes of e Bleſſings an- 
nerd to it. Plenty: He that gives fo the 
poor, ſhall not lack. The liberal . foul ſhall 
be made fat; and he that waters, ſhall be wa- 
tered 4 up himſelf ; wealth and riches ſhall le 
in his My God, 77 Paul, to a libe- 
* 2 pal ſupply. all pour need, actord- 


's 1 in glory by Chraft aſus. Ha- 
naur dhe Lord with thy ſubſtance; and with the 


7 all thine iner 
* re” 4 — . 


ſball turſt out ith. neu uine, Salvation, 


and that in its fulleſt | Extent. - F 4 man 


iconfiders the poor, the Lord will deliver him 


in 


9 2 The: Bipa of Giving. 
in time of trouble:; in Sickneſs the Lord will 
engthen him upon a bed of languiſhing, and 

make all bis bed in bis LE Lang-life :: The 
Lord will preſerve him and keep bim alive, and 
be ball be bleſſed on the earth. Length of days 
and long-life, and peace ſhall th unto thee. 
Honour: Thoſe who honour God, God will 
honour. Honour Gad with -your ſubſtance. 
Haye an Eye to the Glory of God, and he 
will giye you Glory ade ag Grace. It i is 
declar d, concerning a charitable Man, his 
horn ſhall be exalted auth honour. The plen- 
tiful Sower ſhall be every way a plentiful 
Reaper. He that has a bountiful Eye, ſhall 
be a blefſed Man, and the very | Diſpoſal of 
Happineſs or Miſery to xe ſcems to be 
ig. his Power. Such as are bleſſed 'of him, 
all inherit - the (earth, and thoſe * are 
curſed of bim, ſhall be cut off. 

2. Acts of Charity are acceptable to Man $ 
this is a Truth that needs no Illuſtration. It 
is obvious to every Eye; and I think it ſuper- 
fluous to labour in ſo plain a Caſe, * 
after I have ſo Jargely diſclos d the Accep 
* of it tio God. I therefore proceed, 

2. It is more comfortable, and "LA 
more bleſſed to give, than to-receive. A World 
of. Pleaſure and Comfort reſults from Benefi- 
cence, if we conſider, 1. The Situation; 2. The 
Benefaction ; 3 3. The Aſter-Reſlexion. ** 
9968 is * de — N 155 22 

1 * 1. 


\ 


— . — 2 — — — —— nn. - 


dis Fellow-creatures and Chriſtians, 


e of 2 _ 


4 the Situation. LR 00 Mercy 

K Gad to put us into . pl | a Station | 

of Life, as 25 have . alto gen to 
him that needs. It is more; Þl eſſe 


1 85 of 1 more " Thankfulne 6 to God, to be 
umſtances of e than under 2 
flity of Receivin poor, Man is a 
nook Character, al i Com- 
Ke jon. Every. Man believes t he envied 
ich to be in A 55 deleckabſe tuation 7 


60 


pitied L need not ſtay here. You 
prefer Riches wt a the 
ich will remember, 
from the bountiful Hand o than others, 
they are under ſtronger Obligations to ſcatter 
* and hogour God by relieving his 1 . 
ſeeing the rich , poor meet et, e 1d t 

Lord is the maker, of them all. 6-4 
2. In the Benefaction. "Fe! very Act 2 
Giving affords Pleaſure to a get ous Mind. 
It way Co: e hy lay, Fo 7 unt i ul 
man that ſhall be fatis 7 

enjoys an in ward ſweet N les t and tk. 
tisfaCtion in Aeving d the Ind ſigent; reſulting 
both. from an Apprehenſion of 1 to 


fore Loh "a 


a conſcious Senſe, of  baying faithfu di 75 
charged a Duty which he knows to be a Suk 


fice, odoriferous, acceptable, and Fa enz ; 


to God. Charity is a Virtue that 9 wo! 
The recompences 0 90 4 = 's hands are render 


_ 


eiving more 


3 The Bliſedneſs 'of | Giving. 
in time of trouble; in Sickneſs the Lord will 
frrengthen him upon a bed of languiſhing, and 
make all bis bed in bis ſickneſs. Long: life: The 
Lord will preſerve bim and keep him alive, and 
be ſhall be bleſſed on the earth. Length of days 
and long-life, and peace ſhall they add unto thee. 
Honour : Thoſe who honour God, God will 
| honour. Honour God with your ſubſtance. 
Have an Eye to the Glory of God, and he 
will give you Glory as-well as Grace. It is 
declar'd, concerning a charitable Man, his 
horn ſhall be exalted with honour. The plen- 
tiful Sower ſhall be every way a plentiful 
Reaper. He that has a bountiful Eye, . ſhall 
be a bleſſed Man, and the very Diſpoſal of 
Happineſs or Miſery to others, ſeems to be 
in his Power. Such as are bleſſed of him, 
Pall inherit the earth, and thoſe that are 
curſed of bim, ſhall be cut off: 

2. Acts of Charity are acceptable to Man; ; 
this is a Truth that needs no Illuſtration. It 
is obvious to every Eye; and I think it ſuper- 
fluous to labour in ſo plain a Caſe, eſpecially 
after I have ſo Jargely diſclos'd the Accept- 
Wm of it to God. I therefore proceed, 

It is more comfortable, and therefore 

_ \ bleſſed to give, than to receive. A World 

of. Pleaſure and Comfort refults from Benefi- 

cence, if we conſider, 1. The Situation; 2. The 

Benefaction ; 3. The After-Reflexion, Cha- 

rity is comfortable every Way. I 
| I, 


De Bleſedne of "Eg 9 
8 the Situation. It is the reat MAT 
of God to put us into ſo delightful a Station 
of Life, as to have wherewi 5 to give to 
him that needs. It is mote diele and 
Matter of more Thankfulneſs to God, to be 
in Circumſtances of a than under a 
Neceſſity of Receivin poor Man is a 
1 Fi PN calls for Com- 
paſſion. Every M lan believes the envied 
Rich to be in a more delectable Situation than 
the pitied Poor. I need not ſtay here. You 
all prefer Riches before Poverty, only. the 
Rich will cemember, that receiving more 
from the bountiful Hand of God than others, 
. they are under ſtronger Obligations to ſcatter 
abroad and honour God by relieving; his Poor, 
ſeeing the rich and poor meet together, and the 
Lord is the maker of them all. 
2. In the Benefaction. The very Act of 
Giving affords Pleaſure to a generous Mind. 
It is the Good, that is to ſay, h. bountiful 
man that ſhall be Satisfied from himſelf. . He 
enjoys an inward ſweet Delight and Self. ſa⸗ 
tisfaction in relieving the *. 5 reſulting. 
both from an Apprehenſion of Uſefulneſs to 
his Fellow-creatures and Chriſtians, 
a conſcious Senſe, of baving fai TI Git. 
charged a Daty which he knows to be a Sacri⸗ 
fice, odoriferous, acceptable, and yell-pleaing . 
to God. Charity i a Virtue that rewards itſel 
The recompences 0 + a _ 's hands are e rendered 
unto 


10 25 LI . | 
Seto bim Joy that leaps in 


bit: N grieved 
1 EY 1 com- 
Mo 150 


| ves 1 in relieving 

4 1 Will Him When he 
does we 5 Hmſelf * this beneficial Way. 
The 5 of wy, Syaipathy and Gricf 

for other: Men's ale id our Bo- 
oms a warm p f 5 the Cauſe of 
hoſe Paſſions f gel For Compaſſion i 
4 Fellow-feeling,” or ſuffe 5 with Salferers, 


4 bearing Part f the Burden: that lies upt 
the ane of which vie eaſe cut 
Ptopbriion to the Relief To 8 
them.” I is joy o the | 
5 ent. e Hotter 
3. In the 3 het Sen- 
tinicats* inhabiting” a Believer's" Breaſt,” _— 
prompting; his Hands upon Chriſtian Princi- 
les 15 1 5 BenefaQtions, will adminift 
future Plcaſute in his revolving onghts ; 
not can he: recollect his Bounties withbut 
fiagular Comfort and Joy. Your Charity 
Will turn to you for a Teſtimony, in Life, 
Death, and at the Day of Judgment. 
hh 12 Life. Für, tho all the godd Works 
in the World cAinnot deſerve or entitle us to. 
the Love of God, yet they may and will be 
to us a ſweet and: cork rable eſtimony 
it. The Teſtimony is not our Dependance, 
hut it i is our e | Good Works "oY 


J 54 


N Grolng. 
Toy T2 
Ae Gl 2 85 7 vr of Gra 
Filth alone Me " Bar that fn which | 
juſtifies, ' 18 * accommpan with and 
früſtful in fold „ The: e is Known. 
Ihe Ful it bears. Thy: | 


mult | tare (11 
) is at che Bottom 
at'f af . 

ow om 

or, Chriſt's © 


19 [ge | Ds £49520) ©) 
THERE i to oe 


ng 0 N e Lord, bays 
che” ood 7 0 nie ; a gloomy Proſpect of 
ins 4 at 


hing 1 Ik d, 
Ge Ea ith 4 85 6 Ran 7 7 ks 
A 


bt 4 00d Ps I have . finiſhe 
Courſe, I A A Swan- "4 
dying Son 5 1 79 5 omfart, 17 of =, 
How 5 ung and joyous a Reflection 


have done 


it be on a_dyitg Bed, that we have 

for God 5 Chriſt in t bs Wor according, 
eur Abi Abi Wo (haye not been uſeleſs 955 
ers, nor W up,our ent in a ap-. 
kin, 1271 W of 155 God, in his. 
Providence, gave to us to ſerve and 4 

him; that we, "have not with-held the . | 
. their , depre, or with-bolden good from 


from 
him 1 whom 
A of 2 den 


C 2 3. At 


n | . 
abt we A: te gp Du W \ Friends of the.; 


unt hteous 1 lammon. Ab In laying out 
4 had been ins ub . for aur. 
ſelves, a good i fou ndatian for euer. 5 Works 
will. fallow us. n 3 * the 


oy him, 125 14 


confels us be MP 
of Angels and Be, not 10 rg 2 905 
from Eternity, 1 
Blood, but 10 40 de Pariners with s 
his Troubles, and the Inſtrur 
Kingdom; the Supporters of 
Promoters of his Intereſt and Rn 
| lower World. , Thoug *, of. x porng don 

for Griſt will delight and pleaſe you to K 
Eternity. If there be any Repen tance. in 
Heaven, it will be, that we, ee done ©, 
little for God and' Chriſt i the World, - 

3˙ It is more ee and. therefore.” 8 

more, bleſſed to give than to Todetu . fo, X 


enjoys a Rule of Direction, ere 
hy fo regulate'his inward Diſpo 055, an 


co Eel, outward Actions, and that Raſe 
is recfald Reaſon, Scriphure,. "and the 0 
rack 


wple. „Charity bears the 
133 to each of theſe Rules. A 
"IP mable to the Role, of Re. 
Wü £ t he (natural Con-, 
2 4 ' ſcience 


The Bft of Giving." 13 
ſcience, which God bas planted. in the Breaſt\/ 


of Man. This glimmering Light, however 
dimned by our A from God, ſtill ſuf- 
ga, eh us in the Practice of moral and 
ſoci 


| Reaſon teaches: us not only 
Benevolence, or to vviſh well to our Fellow 
creatures, but as Nature has endowed us with 
Bowels of Fi. to exert. ourſelves in Acte of 
Beneficence and Kindneſs for their Relief 
and, Advantage; nor does it become the 
Dignity. and cammunicative Spirit of ſo di- 
405 a Creature, as Man, to point all his En- 
yours and Labours at his Single- ſelf, ex- 
| Ab of 


thoſe about him who need his Aſ- 
ſiſtanre. op Nature reaches a Man. that he was 
not born for himſelf alone. He is a Debtor, , 
as Man, to the ( unity of Beings to 
which, he belongs ; and obliged: by the Ties 
of natutal Relation. and natural Reaſon, to 
ſubſerve the common Intereſt of all, ry far 
as it is in the Power of his Hands to do it, 
and 0 intereſt himſelf in the Diſtreſſes 
of others, ſo as according to his Capacity 
to fable rate, or even; 11 ' poſſible, 4⁰ remove. 
and redreſs hem. 

4. I. conformable to the Rule of Scrip- 
me. . — pb 8 of. 
Never con any 
trary to it. All the Duty we owe 
hbour, the Scripture furs up in 
; ſuch a Love as we bear to 
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4 1. e , Sir, 
odffetves? not only” We BREA of i 
1 yen 4 weld" they N 
unte vs; but to e th ih —A 
* een el 5 U trüe and 
Center for their Wel by for Our 


Audothub Uwe ſhire * oi 
Miferie! and they fhäte i o = 
1 10 Bar 12 ert By , 
op Niel 
e _ mr. e 
e 0'be 

to reſemble hiin · as ria, mi 5 

Chillirets! affsct Imitdtion of t 
— it mortal; — The 4 
withou Hoa BD 6 # to u 
B tender me#t1 
13 70 Sybich dhe ExHGHRSHoH teller, g 4 

Aunty let us Ab) ad Yoo tt? 

22525 2 e 5 ae i, 
Uretho) e Sers Example of ou? bleed a 
us in all the Paths of Virtue Ar ee 
thereby Ie uf un bar we 
treit r gif fleps 3 arid, the we carjyot c 
7 Tranſcrip of this divide Or 
gia tH6ſe who! hs eni"the elefeſt Fol- 
n Lord, hade foflöbytd᷑ hit lt 


1 3089 
Parents: T "rift" 6 "merct 
A 7 60. 5 Hil} H 2 
ver of al bat'c 2 Ee, of ch td 
nder this Head, wou 
cer Ratner, he, * Mair has ne Wehre 
eee _ 2 and oe U b 
aft 


* 


The Bebel A 
at a Diſtance, e | 
is it our ' Duty 0 
can, 1 . fs 


the w 
| Ear. WI aw the 
Cradle to 171 4 1 


to 
ing 
71 (Sand 


wrought w 4 mercify 


* EST and Miſerable 
Ae Men de received 1 70. 


red that which he took —— away. He 
be re nothing from God's holy Law ; but 


gave an awple Reſtitution to it. He never 
offended or took away any thing from inft+ 
nite Jultice; but ma 710 N 7, compleat 
Satisfacpion to it. 5 Sut-, 
| teripgz were not ſor ee Fas * 
fit of others; nor did he only, do for miſerable, 
but ſinful Men, ſet in a deſperate Enmitz 
wall fition- againſt him. If he had trod 
Own to ee of Hell, he had 
en Juſtice. While Enemies and Sinners, 
15 iſt dyed for us; nor did he give 3 
2405 1 but all he had. Bly 

oor to enrich us, 
of 5 G ory and Happineſs, le 11 be 
of the Father, whoſe Delight he was 
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bernacle with us, to T&bice in the babitable 
Furtz of the Earth, and have bis Delights 
among the Children of Men. He did great 
Things for üs, he ſuffered great Things for 
us; he purchaſed us at the infinite Expence 
of his own Blood; he was made in the 
| Likeneſs of finful Fleſh. Aſtoniſhing Con- 
deſcenſion! Infinite Holineſs in the L keneſs 
of Sin, infinite Happineſs in the loweſt 
and Depths of Mifery ! He bore the Scorns, 
Reproaches, Pains ered Indignities of Men, and 
deſpiſed them all for your Sakes. For you 
he endured the Terrors of infinite Juſtice, 
was made under the Law, and drank of the 
Brook (the dreadful Torrent of Wrath and 
Curſe,) to ſkreen you from the Scourge of 
God's fiery Indignation. He was made Sin, 
that you might be made the Righteouſneſs | 
of God in him. Such unexampled Charity 
ſhould have a prevailing Influence on our 
Hearts, eſpecially when himſelf ſtands begs” 
ing at the Door, and recommending his 
Members to our Mercy and Compaſſion, © 
Uſe. I ſhall make no other N 
of theſe Things, than to implore your Be- 
nevolence, and 'beg your Charity for 140 
Children, which immediately termi- 
nates in them, but ultimately in the Lord 
Jeſus, | TY 
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The Srate of the e n 


in Gravel - Lane, Southwark; as 
we] now flands this 1 jen 
7 1744. 1 a9 


| ' The Foundatich or this dean was in the 
| v3 1687, in the Reign of. Kin F ames 
the Second, when ry Khoo "2 ſt up V one 
Poulton, a Jeſuit ; and public Notic ben. 
that he would inſtruct the Children: of the 
Poor gratis. Upon which Mr, Arthur 8 
ke, Mr. Sammel /arburton, and 8 Ferdi- 
nando Holland, (all Members of this Char | 
25 the Reverend Mr. Nathane 15 ws 
ime) laid the Foundation of | 
to avoid the dangerous Cent e . a 1 
Ol; School, and to provide for the Inſtruc- 


Wal the Poor in tho Prote ant Way. 


- The 2 of Scholars at firſt was « Forty, 
breed increaſed to Fifty, and now to 
One Hundred and Forty. They are tat ht 
to Read, Write, and Cy her ; and ate 2 
inſtructed in the Wt ys Catechi/m, "ah 
Wa. e r the PO of 50d U 
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It may be ſaid to be the firſt School the 
Proteftant Diſſenters were concerned in. 
Here Objects are received, without Diſtinc- 
tion of Parties; the general Good being in- 
_ tefided. It is fitoated i in one of the pooreſt 
Parts about the City ; and the Children of 
the pooreſt Sort of Watermen, Fiſhermen, 
and others, are here taught, without, an 
Expence to their Parents, and are forviſhe 
with Bibles, Teſtaments, Catechiſms, Writ- 
ing-Books and Cyphering-Books. | 


= The Charges have been defrayed by the 
Gifts and Subſcriptions of private Perſons, 
with an Annual Collection in this Place on 
this Day, and one in the City; together with 
the kind Remembrance of the ſaid School 
W ſome in Ver laft Willi. 1 


Theſe Children entirely depend upon the 
AP of others for a Civil and Chriſtian 
Education. The Managers, with Expence 
and Trouble ſufficient to 'themſelves, and 
aſſiſted by the Liberality of other well-diſ- 
ed Chriſtians have hitherto been enabled, 
om Time to Time, to train up ſo great a 
Number of Children in the Way in which 
they ought to go; and as it is not fit, that the 
— Burden of a 2 Work ſhould = - 


upon 


ä . — tf Giving 10 
upon the Shoulders of a private Few, hays 
annually called in your Help on;New-Year 8. 
Day in this Place. The Collection here, 
made is a ſupporting Pillar, and great Encou- 
ragement of this noble Charity. I need not 
urge the Excellency of the Work, the preſ- 
ſing Neceſñty of the Caſe, that indiſputable. 
Goodneſs and extenſive Uſefulneſs — this 
Charity School. Theſe obvious Conſidera- 
tons, and What has been already ſuggeſted, 
ſupetſede the Neceſſity and Labour of any 
further Arguments, Yourſclves Brethren know. 
yauare appointed hereunto; and.thatthe Work. 
— 2 of Gad ta be encouraged. by you, 
a0 a Proof of your Faith in him and Love 
to him. I ſhall therefore proceed in.a Way 
of Obteſtation as a humble Supplicant, rather 
than in a Way of Argumentation as a Rea- 
ſoner upon any ſuperadded Grounds or Ar- 
guments beyond thoſe ' already, mentioned. 
Bam now a Suitor to you in the Name %of 
3 beg a libetal Be | 
to ſupport this great and uſeful. School. 4 
 beſeech you therefore Brethren, 
meu For. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, You 
know. his Intereſt is nearly concerned in the 
riſing Generation, and the regular. 
tion of Children; as alſo in the * 
Concern of Chriſtians to ptomote it. Ihe 
mage Honour _ wn capt 18 . 


2 e Bude; a. 

Moltitude of his Subjects, bat in their 
Affection to him, Zeal for him, . 
dineſs to ſpend and be ſpent in his Servioe 
and Deſenee. Sach Subjects are an Honour 
to Chriſt. Some libefal Chriſtians of Old 
are called the Glory of Chrift,” (2 Cor. viii. 23.) 
A virinous woman' 1s a tren to bet lu 
band, (Prov: xi. 4.) She reflects a Luſtre and 
upon — wherever he goes. She is 

a Ornament of Grace abeut his Head. Her 
Vittue' and Piłty make him con 
when he is in the Gate, and taken Notice of 
when be ins among the Blders of the Land 
ſuch a Woman is truly the Glory of the 
So when Chtiſtiaus are Lan to 
diſtribute, and ready to communicate for 
the Honour of our Lord, they are an Orna- 
ment to him; they adorn the Goſpel, and 
are indeed the Glory and Crown of our dear 
Redeemet upon Earth. Many of the Children 
talght in this School, may belong, I hope, to 
che BleQion of Grace. Then, by your Rind 
ctions, you have the Honour to be In 
ſtruments i in ſnatching them as brands our of 
the fre, and of giving an Accompliſhment 
to the eternal Purpoſes of God. Here the 
Principles of Region are early inſtilled into 
their tender Minde, from the beſt Form of 
Wund Words that ever Wüs by Man eom- 
oled and * 


ne e of Sieg ar, 


bute to ſtock our Streets witli ĩnſulting Rob- 
bers, but to ſtore the Churches of Chriſt- 
with Members. The great Deſign of this 
School is the: Glory of God, and the Re- 
deemer's Intereſt. in the World. This SchooÞ 
is Chriſt's Schoolzi theſe litiles ones are Chriſſèꝰ 
lutle ones If you love ihe Lord Jeſos, 
feed his Lambs.” How can you ſay you love 
him, if your Heart is not with him, or you 


E 
Hand open to aſſiſt him? It is Chriſt's Poor; 
or rather a pœon Chriſt, I am an Advecate 
for-this Day; for tho Chriſts pe is in 
finitely rich and glorious, vrt. Chriſt myſs 
deal is ſtill Poor upon Earth n his Merz 
bers: 1 h you : \bretbren, "boly 
and beloved, as the deft of Gul, pur om bowels 
of: mercy and compaſſion! td d neceſſitous 
and diſtreſſed Chriſf ; the Affietiens of his 
Members are the Afffictions of Chriſt, and 

doing for them is doing for him. Think 
you hear the Lord with an» audible Voice; 
calling out from Heaven to you to-do ſores. 
thing for him this Day ; to-give him real Evi. 
denee of your profeſſed Friendſhip and Love. 


2. I beſeech you Brethren for your dear Coun- 
try'sBake, for Kino GCeokon's Sake, for the 
Sake of that bleſſed Proteſtant Family that nor 
ſuls the Throne; and I truſt will continue to fill 
jt to lateſt Poſtericy, under the wiſe and gra- 
4200 cious 


the' Afſembly « Catechiſm. Vou do not contri-- 


cious * of — beſt King that 
ſways an Earthly Sceptre. Fhere is none 
like him, none ſecond ta him, Britains Glo-— 
, and the World's Envy. We enjoy ſecurely 
aur Civil and. Sacred Rights. Here the Chi- 
qren ate brought up in loyal,' as well as mo- 
wal, Frineiples; they are taught 20 dune | 
the King, +a pays Fear Gad; the Spirit af 
Whiggiſm, breathes; freely here, chat is to ay, 
a zealous Concern: to; preſerve and perpętu- 
| m our Religions and Civil Liberties. They. 
are N ſuch a Way, as to prevent) 
their perpicians Vagrants, or idle 
and inſolent) — are not poiſoned 
wWiih Piäafechen 8. a | Pratoſtans over nent, 
to fill your unruly Ridts and Mobs, and: Ja- 
Dire Crews; no ſuch· Metinin come out of 
gur Proteſtant Diſſenting Schoole. Here the 
Mind is cultivated; with: Goipel Principles; 
Proteſtant,) free, generous Principles, in Op- 
poſition te Popiſſi Errors, Popiſh Practices, 
and Popiſn Slavery; for Poprry and Slavery 
270 inſepamhle; it is impethble; that Goſpel 
Eiberty: ſhauld conſiſt with; Popiſh Slavery. 
I. call upon you this Day to do for your King, 
your Religion, Four Liberty, and every Thing 
that is eee e e and Leer 
. ft lin 2 $6113 te 324 
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God now: lays in your: Way, as it has laid 
them under a Neceſſity of applying to you 
for an Education in thoſe glorious Priticiples.” 
They deſire no more than to attain the com! 
mon Learning of Reading, Writing, Cypher- 
ing, and the Catechiſm, necetfary c qualify" 
them for Trade, Navigation, Haſbah@ty; or 
any other honeſt and uſefu Employment: 
Their Eyes are up to you, their Dependance 
is upon Benevolence; you are their pious Be- 
nefactors, to whom, under God, they reck- 
on they owe whatever they may hereafter 
enjoy, as Members of Society, as Men, and 
as Chriſtians. Te rich rule over "the poor, 
but the | righteous wiſely confider the cauſe of 
the: poor; the Cauſe of their Poverty, God's 
over-raling Providence; the Cauſe of their 
Application to you, periſhing Want ang 
— Neceſſity. Arey by a — 
Character; it is a melancholy Caſe to be 
deſtitute of the common Comforts and Ad- 
vantages of Life; the poor Children recom- 
mended here to your Compaſſion muſt be 
indebted to you, or, if your Hearts are made 
of Stone, to ſome other better- ſpirited Chri- 
ſtians, for common Civility, common Know- 
ledge, and common Grace. Their Faces 
beſpeak your Pity, their innocent Looks are 
filent Cries and Prayers to you for Mercy. 
Methinks I ſee the poor Children gona 
\ = be 
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before you, embracing your Feet, and with 
many Tears, imploring che Continuance of 
your kind Aſſiſtance. Oh do not turn a 
deaf Ear to our crying Neceſſities! 'Thro' 
the Mercy of a compaſſionate God, and. 
the Goodneſs of ſome pious People, we are 
got into Chriſt's School, - where we are learn- 
ing, not only'to live here upon Earth, but 
to live eternally hereafter in Heaven. This 
is a bleſſed School to us; bleſſed are the 
Founders, bleſſed are the Managers, and 
bleſſed are the Supporters of it. Now we 
are Burdens, hereafter by your Bounty we 
hope to be Bleſſings to the World. Many 
of our pious Benefactors are dead, and gone 
to Glory; and if others riſe not up in their 
Stead, the School muſt drop, and then we are 
cut off from all our comfortable Proſpects; yea, 
in Danger of dropping into Hell. Oh pity our 
poor Souls! A divine Dawn begins to break 
in upon us; let us not be ſent back to the 
Region of the Shadow of Death: God Al- 
mighty multiply his Bleſſings upon your 
compaſſionate Hearts, who take us up 
Fatber and mother forſake us, or are diſabled 
from doing for us. How bleſſed a Man 
was he, 92 truly ſay, I was a Fa- 


ae How! | 
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4. I beſcech you, Brethren, extend your 
Charity to theſe Children for your awn Sakes, | 
Your Kindneſs ſhewn to Chrift this Day 
will be very beneficial to yourſelves: A cup 
of cold water given io Chriſt ſhall not go . 
rewarded, Your Liberality will ba a com- 
I fortable Evidence of your Intereſt in the 
Covenant-Promiſes, and give you, by God's 
Word, a ſure Title to all the Promiſes and 
Bleſſings annexed to the Merciful. Hereby 
vou entail a Bleſſing upon your Poſterity. _ 
A good man walks in bis integrity, and his 
children are bleſſed after him. God will 
ſhew Mercy to their Children, who ſhew _ 
Mercy to his. If you find in your Hand, 
as well as in your Heart, to do liberal Things, 
what Bleſſings will come upon you? God 
will bleſs you, the poor Children will bleſs 
yon, their Parents and. pious Friends will 
bleſs you, the bleſſing of bim that ts ready to 
periſh will come upon you, and you will cauſe 
the widow's heart to fing for joy. The Chil- 
dren, when they come to Years of Uſeful- 
neſs to the World, will bleſs you, and bleſs 
God for you. Your Almſdeeds go up before 
God as Memorials, if I may fo ſpeak, of 
his Debts and Obligations to you: And when 
the poor Children come to Heaven, they will 
be there the Memorials and Monuments of 
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Lions upon Earth to all Eternity. 
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your Godlike Diſpoſitions, and Godlike Ac- 
I be- 
ſeech you therefore Brethren when you go 
hence; Remember the words of the Lord Fe- 
fuus, bow he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give; 
than to receive. 
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